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FOREWORD
THIS ATLAS, ONE IN A SERIES OF 43 REGIONAL SURFACE CURRENT ATLASES,

IS PRODUCED TO FULFILL A NEED OF NAVY PLANNING STAFFS AND THE SCIENTIFIC AND
INDUSTRIAL COMMUNITIES FOR THE LATEST AVAILABLE OCEAN SURFACE CURRENT DATA.
THESE ATLASES ADD TO THE WEALTH OF NAUTICAL INFORMATION UPON WHICH OPERA-
TIONAL PLANNING, NAVIGATIONAL SAFETY, AND SHIPPING ECONOMY DEPEND. RAPID
PRODUCTION AND WIDE DISSEMINATION OF THIS ATLAS ARE MADE POSSIBLE BY THE
LATEST COMPUTER TECHNIQUES.

THE CONSTANT IMPROVEMENT IN THE QUALITY OF SURFACE CURRENT DATA
RECEIVED OVER THE YEARS IS MADE POSSIBLE LARGELY BY THE MORE THOROUGH REPORTS
OF VOLUNTARY OBSERVERS IN RECENT YEARS. THE DEFENSE MAPPING AGENCY, THE
OCEANOGRAPHIC OFFICE, AND THE USER OF THE ATLASES RELY ON THE PERSONAL OB-
SERVATIONS OF THE MAN WHO HAS "BEEN THERE." MARINERS, IN REPORTING THEIR
OBSERVATIONS, RENDER A SERVICE NOT ONLY TO THEMSELVES BUT ALSO TO ALL "WHO
GO DOWN TO THE SEA IN SHIPS." WITH THE ADVENT OF NUCLEAR POWER, ELECTRONIC
NAVIGATION AIDS, AND 300,000-TON SHIPS, UP-TO-DATE, RAPIDLY DISSEMINATED
ENVIRONMENTAL AND NAVIGATIONAL INFORMATION HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT.
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REPORT DOCUMENTATION PAGE 13 READ MSc p5sFByIECILEI G POM
............. sa............ I -twh,.................. 20. The surface current information is based mainly on ship drift,
NO 1P2-NP7 jI/7 7hich is the difference between the dead reckoning position

.. .... ec ...... erase d vsod the poslton detemined by any type of navigational fix.
This difference describes the direction and speed of the current
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Surface Currents. Northwest Pacific, Sea of Japan

This atlas, and the series of which it is a part, is computer generated
and automtically plotted. It makes available to the ser the sost recent
surface current data collected and will be updated whenever sufficient amounts
of data eae addad to the data file. This and the other atlases are baad or
vast quantity of data as compared to the previous manually-copiled editions
printed In the mid-thirties.
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